delphia Public-Ledger, with latent
memories of terrific slaughters in
those Friday afterncon “spelling
bees” of past days, looked through
& spelling book now in use in the

i

doetrine out and the new doctrine
into their textbooks on maritime
law, They were determined to get
the nations commilted to this new |
rule if possible; putting it, of course,

Philadelphia schools. ' He found such
strange lingual paroxysms u'
“eclectic,” “hermetical,” “soporiﬂc."1
“pleonasm,” “supercilious,” and “de- !
ciduous.” .

All good and useful words, in |

their places. But a vast majority of |

" the pupils who are made to lesrn
them wish to go forth and become |
stenographers, or bookkeepers, or to
learn a trade, or to become a tech-
nical or a scientific expert,

Imagine the panic when the head
buyer of our leading department
stogre begins to pour into his be-
wildered stenographer’s ear poly-
syllables of that sort. We can see
her now, adjusting her hat, and

breesing forth to a place where she iis inconceivable that our Governs-

will not be insulted! Imagine the
president of your bank, your physi-
cian, your groecer, your insurance
agent, even your clergymen, indulg-
ing in thé rhetoric of the “advanced
spellers.”

When one begins to think about
vocational edueation, and looks about
for places to do a bit of pruning,
they obtrude themselves in most un-

THE CASE OF SECRETARY LANE

When Franklin < K. e was
drafted from the Intersfate Com-
merce Commission to the portfolio
of the Interior, there was widespread
expression of satisfaction, Mr. Lane
had proved himself an able public
administrator, and he possessed the
public confidence in a marked meas-
ure.

The Times was not one of those
that rejoiced when Mr. Lane.was
taken away from s great work to
which he had devoted many years
with signal guccess, It felt that, on

on the, ground of “humanity.” In
fact, they were planning against the
day when their cockleshell subma-
rines would 'be scurrying the ‘seas,
themselves defenseless, and there-
fore finding their only hope of se-
curity in rules of the sea that would
make attack on them impossible.

It is to suoh.a. doctrine as. this
that Berlin assumes-it has commit-
ted the United States. If it be true;
if the Washington Government, for
thé sake of the paltry indemnity
that has been promised in the Lusi-
tania ease, has been induced to agree
that merchantmen may not arm
agaiokt pirates and submarine super-
pirates, then indeed has Germany
won a great diplomatie vietory, It

ment has been weak and simple-
minded enough to assent to such 2
monstrpus doctrine,

There never was a form of piracy
80 horrible as the submarines’ em-
ployment In this war, It is ljmplyl
the assault of savagery on civiliu-l
tion and peace and all common rights
of humanity. If the United States
has submitted o the rule that mer-
chantmen must not protect them-
selves against it, then the United '

gain that civilization has achieved
from the earliest effort to formu-
late a law of the sea that should

preserve any form of common rights
on the wide waters,

THE INTERBOROQUUH LESSON

It is regrettable that members of
Congress are such busy men that of
necessity they cannot give time to
informing themselves about many
things going on around them, It

uld be a real task for any man, at

the whole, it were better for hhp to
remain with the Interstate Commis-

slon. He was going fram one great|developing day by day in the I
post, whose dutles and requirem lative investigation of the Interbor.
he completely understood, to another 'ough Rapid Transit Company of

in which necessarily he would have
to be for a time something of a
novice, There was no question of
his capacity for a highly creditable
administration at the Interior; and
he has given that administration. He
knows, now, hizs new business as
well as he knew that at the commis-
sion. Is it necessary that he should
be moved away to the War Depart-
ment and broken in to & new task?

ficod men are 2ot o0 schres that 'all kinds.

-

i 3 -
g ! ey ]

is distance, to keep intimately in
'touch with the sensations that are

New York. Yet it would be well
{worth while to any man who could
find time, and it would equip him to
take a leading part in performing a
great service to the nation and to
the city of Washingtoni

During the New York inguiry,
which is far from its end as yet, it
has boen discovered that the great
traction property has - been milked

smash first. As a result there have
been _initiatives on both .sides, at-
tacks and counter-attacks, and very
little substance of resuita has been

One thing, however, has been
made more apparent than ever be-
fore. It is that thé bYuddiness of
smashing through the western line,
by either side, in either direction, is
one to be accomplished only at =
sacrifice of men and munitions well-
nigh past belief. The daily news dis-
patches tell of a- few hundred yards
of French trenches being taken by
the Germans in one section, while a
brief space of German outer works
have been captured by the French
somewhere else, Then a day or tweo
later comes the announcement that
each side has recaptured the ground
it had lost; but in every case, attack
or counter-attack, the losses have
been terrific,

It is all easy enough to "agree
that modern.conditions have remade
the art of war; it is all but impos-
gible for two fairly matched armies,
fighting from trenches in the open
country, to get to a military decision,
They must fight on and on till one
side or the other is worn out,

When each side is ready, willing, |
|and prepared to offer up its entire

human resources in this bootless af-
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fair of mere killing without results,
it makes war a mere shambles, There

but killing, killing, killing. The war
is & year and a half old, and yet

character—that at the Marme—has
been fought, That battle
Paris, France, the cause of the al-
lies. It is certain, now, that the al-
lies will not be crushed, wrecked,
ruined.
Germany will not be.

sue is never brought any closer;

than it did at the beginning.

The usual crop of grave fears to-
day, Some morning we're going to
wake' up and find the country
weighted down with frivolous fears,
just for a change,

Then, :;ai;, c-_nbn_ of the advantages
of corned beef and cabbage is that
you'll find no arsenic in your soup.

Bporting editors want to know if
the German foothold is anything like
n Goteh toe-hold, '

big and little graft and favors of
o m..--l."'u-

'.I, 49 — *

‘Du‘tnbnﬂuws;dm
wens sending Velentines.
i

But; month after month passes in:

States has surrendered the whole  can be no victory, no defeat; nothln‘@

only one great battle of decigive |course of ¥. M.

M\"!'d" Timval talk

|

It is' equally certain that tignal traveler,

the hlrrible bloodletting, and the is- | |\.'.'-ﬂ$'|',,

rather, it seems farther away no'¢ .ross the
fman had an especially good fsld for
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I
ﬂel 10 discuss the Sheppard prehibition
Bl Washington Heal Estate Drolers’ As-
socistion, Board of Trade rooms, ¥ jL-m.
Leciure, “Preparedness,”” Assistant Becre-
tary of the Navy Reosevelt, main hall
of manuel Church, Anacostis, » ",
Lecture, "Abmabam Lipcoln and His 'Rm-.,"
ISarmont Ald far Unne
sumptives, Oldeon Plllow, Arcade private
baifttom, § p. wm, - Duncing frem W to 13

Banefit performance for Natlonal Junjor Fe-

panile, Poll's, 305 °p. M.

h‘?au-l. Timothy o of Ninth Birest
Christian . . Charch . Y. «chool, in

church, Ninth and D streets northeast, 7:3

P m,
Bxhibition. of Signal Corps work, L street

armory, A p. m,
Mdsohlc—Armiinlils, Nd, 8. Myron M. Parker,
David, :o. M. Takoma, No.

No, %: King o.
»;. Mithras Lodge Pertection, [lrues
Councll, Knighis of Kndesh: Mizpah, No. §;
“TdeNty, No. 15, Eastern Sar,

Odd P‘crlot.—wnhlnmu. No. 6§ Golden
Rule, No. 21; Amity, No. 37; Mt Pleasant,
No. 1% Fidelity, Re h, No, 1.

Knlghts of Pyt —apitel, No, o; Webater,
No, 7. Mucelsior, No. 14; Myrtle, No. I,

-y 4 marica—0Oo! M-l Rula, Ne. 1.

Improyed Order of Red Men—Great Couneil
meeting, Northeast Tem~le.
Nu'tlmmf-xtwmsuu_ War and Navy Coun-
ol uarters

D;:ﬁqun of lﬂb.lgwhmﬂt performance,

LY

Boclalist Variy—Locture, George H. Dosba!,
Pythlan Tembie,
lmtnt
Eight
p. m,

Politica! meeting, Second Haptist Church,
Third strest northwest, 8 p, m.

Annual Chrigtian Endeaver rally and ban-
ner cantert. with Hetheal Literary and His-
torical Association, Matropollian A, M, E
Chureh, M stresl, between Mfteenth and
“Hiztesnth streetsa northwest, § ‘- ™m.
Prohibition mass mesting, Wealey M. EH

hureh, Fifth and ¥ sirests northwest,
Ep m,

NEWMAN WILL TALK
ON DARKEST AFRICA

Extra Lecture Added to Course,
Following Travels in
South America.

“Through Wildest Africa” in the
subhject of mn extra lesturs in the
Nowman for next
Sunday evening at the Belasco. This
aftsracon Neyman will repeat his
wn Liolivia.

! ari svening Nowwaan ook his awd .
fenen through Hotivie icusdor, Pans
ama, Costa Rica, Barbados, and Ja-
waleg, being one of the piost extensive
subjects vet selected by the latovna-

Petworth  Clhtizans’  Associstion.
and Bhepard streets northwest, 7:30

Bo extensive weore the travels Lhat
the audience was curried from the
capital of Bolivin. on the top of the
the population of which Is

Indinn, to .discasa-infasted
Upavagull, Beusdor's seat of govern-
ment, through the Prosma canal, and
‘ot Tndins, where New-

excellont piletures.  One of tha dis.
tinetlva foatures of the lecturss wers
the pletures of the quaint fashiops of
the Bollvisns an the beautiful
women of < entral Ameries.”

gh D was extendsd (he'en-
ginee:r rentdhof the Americana In. com
pleting the canal, and the blowing up
of tha fnal dam that separated the
watera of the Atlantlc. and the Pa-
cifle werq among the best in the even-
Ing's collection.,

A Rare Treat.

"Were you beating your wile, ary”
the judge demandod,

“Yes cdr honor.” %

“Haw di1 you come to do T

“Lord knows, jedge. For twenty
yvoara ahe allns wus th' ene what dia

i -

Rk J gy
g

.

MMWJn;ﬁy. 1918, by 30 per cent.
Cnllm in any amount will be welcome. _ ’
ASBOCIATED CHARITIES, Crrizens’ RELIEP ASSOCIATION, .,
t:‘nuo H. RUDOLPH, WILLIAM m_vn
Jm;.-' JOY BDHON, WILLTAM J. m'rm

-jom-r Finance ComMmiTTEE,
Chasrman :

' SociaL Service House,
23 H Btrest Northwest..

HOWARD 8. REESIDE, Treasurer.
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Metric System Gaining
Favor of Congress; Due
To Expansion of Trade

Legalization of French Weights and Measurements
Table Held to Be Necessary to Facilitate Com-
merce With Latin-America—May Become

Universal,

Congress is taking in the subject.

Congressman Dillon of Bouth Dakota
‘has introduced a bill which providea

| tem ‘of welghta and Measures shall be

the sole legal » in this country:

Ia authoriséd to promul
squivalents showing the

the metric system.
Another measure has been Introduced,

to pass upon the types of welghltg ap-
paralus that may be used in thia coun-
try. This measure has been the subject
of hearings, and’will pass at the pres-
ent pession unless it gela lost In the
Jam at the close of the seasion; it Ia
ohe measure to which nobody seriously
objects, and that everybody recognizes
a8 & good thing, yet that has the great-
et difficult passing simply beacause
there is not enough fight about It to
compe] attention.

There la some disposition to pass first
the measure giving the BHureau of
Standards authority oved welghing np-
paratus, and to postpone for a time the
metric system bill. It Is argued that If
the bureau had authority over "welgh-
Ing instrumenta It could use that au-
thority to famillarize the public with
imetric units and terms. There ls, ac-
cording to experts in the subject, lesa
force in this argument than might be
sup : metric system has heen
legal |n this country .for a long tirfle,
and all manufacturers of scales are
now egquipped to turn out Instruments
for under this system; the common
method at mtumﬁlvamt!o
:ﬂu side by side so that either may

Used In Scientific Work.

Not oniy this, but technical and sel-
entific establishments are adopting the
metric system In sclentific *vork, In
construction of dellceate machinery, ete.,
because of Ita general superiority,
greater simpljeity, accuracy, and facii-
ity In making calculations. Home time
ago the Haldwin Locomotlve ‘Works
got an order for a number of locomo-
tives for the French government, with
the requirement that they be bawsed on
the metric units. The company at frst
doubted the practicability of adjusting
Ita models, paraphernalis, eto,, in this
system; but it was decided that the
thing could be done and was worth do-
Ing; the order was taken, and the ¢n-~

ines bullt under the Freach moasures

t Lhas proved a good move, for most of
tha raliroad systems oulside this coun-
ry use machinery constructed on Lthese

sures, and American mannfacturerp
are learning that they must adept them-
selves to the requirements of the mar-

ket. ’

The mu\'sd\'antnn of ths metric
system s that it Is based through-
out on thé ascale of ten, while
the American-British system Is |Ir-
regular. Under the metric sys
tem ten centimeters made ono decl-

moter, ten decimelors make one metar,
and so on; while under our sysiem
twelve inches make one fool, threo feet
one vard, five and one<hall yurds one
rod, etc, In making computations,
therefore, the American system requires
careful  multiplications or  divisions,
while the metric system gots the result
by merely adding ciphers or pointing off
decimal places. Acouracy, as well na
facility, mari the metric system; it
naturally goes along with the Arable
system of dectimal nnmeration. More-
over the United States has adopted Lhe
decimal aystem lu fts money, and all

‘By JUDSON C. WELLIVER.
The adoption of the metric system of weights and measures
within thg near future is foreshadowed by the extensive interest

Quite unexpectedly, a new factog has been injected into the con-
, | sideration. It has been discovered by the laity that the metric system,
now the well-nigh universal ome, is almost absolutely necessary if
this country is to expand its business in Latin-American countries, or,
for that matter, almost anywhere else in the world.

BILL PROVIDES FOR CHANGE.

meanwhile it shall be permissive In all w th
Btanda «_ un
transactions, The Bureau :: t.lhl.lr?‘ gm-m ;%u mltllul: &l‘m
ureau o andar
relations ! sicyal committee how § - -
between present units and those under; to t..mko tha

glving the Bureau of Standards power) Hri

would bs easler If measures

- | €O system.
that after July 1, 1380, the metric sys Butnlll!llzunottlu t 0 s

money transactions and

culgulations
v:i: in the

was rather
H:.Bollll.n

Natemod eagorly. It

tin-Ametica; and
, and M*Mr In nopular-
ity, In Ja , China, and

nlmul..’l
other countries.. Not to ase It is L. -

Amerlcan commerce (o a great

leap In countrier that have it and
that are accustomed to do all thelr
businesa in Jts terms. The Department
of Commerve, In (act, conriders It ope
of the most lmportant develonments pos-
mibie, at this time, as & means of trade
oxtenglon. A univeisal languare In
about the only international trade fa-
ellity that eould be more usaful,

The melric system was one of the
oroducts of the great Intellectual out.
burst  that murked ‘the revolutionary
perlod in Frarce, Its inventnra be-
lleved it destined to Lecome the unl-
veraal standard, and in little more than
a contury thelr expectiation 's realized.
In the Bureau of Ftandards of the
T'nited Fnton, the director stated to
the Congressionn] committee. all ealen-
Iations are made under the metric ave-
tem; nobody wanld think of wasting
time with the intricacles of the Anglo-
Ameriean  tables Afler resulta are
renched under the metrle computntions
they are reduced to terms of t.
pounds, or whatever may be requirad.

Based On Earth's Surface.

The French commission that invented
the system was determined to base it on
some invarigble quantity In nature; and
the distance on the earth's surfase frem
ecugtor to pole was decided upon. This
was mearursd und checked repeatedly
by sclentifia processes;: and the ten-
milliénth part of this distance was
made the meter, It Is now known that
this gquadrant ls not ah absolutely fxed
value; also that the measurements were
not exact. Hut the arbitrary standards
prepared on the .hn.lls of these ocalcu-
Iations have been accepted everywhere,

One of the greatest difficuilties about
adonting the metric asystem in this
country has to deo with land measure-
menia. All the lands are held on the
nors unit basis: to reduce this to hec-
tares—the metrl&hnd unit—would in-
volve vast dimidgities in reorganising
records. As a matler of fact, this dif-
ficulty Is not 80 great as Imagined.
When the United Btates acquired Texas,
Californin; nand other Bouthwestern
Areas that had been surveyed by the
Bpanish, the unit of measurement for
land was the Bpanish varas, of approx-
imately thiviy-thren amnd one-third
Inches, All these measurements had to
bo reduced to Aweriean units, and It

wna accompanied with comparative!
lttle trabla. o ¥
The presont American system ia

simply a chaos. We have, for Instance,
a dry and a lquld quart; and they do
not eorreapond to the Hritlsh guarts,
The Hritlah lauid gdart 1s 20 per cent
inrger than ours, while thelr standara
bushel s 3 per cent loma than ours,

Necesslthen of thelr great forelgn
trade have compelled the Engliah to upe
the metric aystem In that department
of thelr affairs, and they are much more
tamillar with It than are Americans.
Japan haa legalizsed the system, .ana
ita own national syetem s very similar
to the metric. There Is every reason
to Belleve that the Uinited Btates' adop-
tlon of the standard would be followead
by its acoeptance In Bngland, which
would mean almost INeral universality,

One Year Ago Today in the War

! be cut off.

dollars on the war in 1015.

* hoatin’, but 1 jes' happersd ter
thich s whes b DLLRY dosie

Germany told the United States she would not accede to the
American request that the submarine war zone be abandoned
unless England agreed not to cut off her food supplies.

Winston Churchill told Parliament Germany’s food supply would

Lloyd-George told Parliament the allies would spend ten billion

Albanians continued their advance in southegn Serbia.
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Nobert B. Knight, vice president of
the Virginia Retall e - -
ciation, and representing :
merchants qf ‘l.hh‘:::’..‘ & S u;
wond toeday to  the Btate legis-

finance committes

Jature, which has under constdera:
l?cm the ralsing of e merchants

licenso lax. .

— - .
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Bendheim . left
for New York today. L

'l'h'o monthly mesting of the c
ber of [

commerce will h

their rooms, cerner of .ihl

Washington streets, tonimht.
——

Mrs. Hannah Pullman, widew
Peter J. Fullman, died vmorw
his home, 1316 King streat. L
survived by several childrem. . .

The body of Louls n, &
resident of this eity, who
day at n d, A .
brought here, and “the funeral will
take pluce tomorrow,.

The pwipit of Christ Fpiscopal
Church yesterday morn Waj 000w -
jod by the Rev, 5. A, Wallls, of the
ipiscopal Theological Baminary.

. W,V , of Del v the
g, Yorsorof DY, Ry,

is

De

i
at
Iiu_

caristance of Hﬁ.rrr udd, scout
or%:l'llltt
1 g

commissioner of this city
trgop of Eoy Beouts In

recelved promotions: Ernest D,

Francls C. Boyd, Mary C. Willlams,
Raymond Trammell, James H, Redman,

Willis, Ralph M. Clgﬂt
{bbons, |d0*l:ﬂl 7. M
tagerald, »
enstab, Alvin L. Wynkoop,
Watson, Laura F. "
Hudnall, Mary Boswell, W,
Miffieton, Nellls E.. Bettls
P, Gibbons, Mrs. Florence V.

Ruth Clements, Mamis 8.
nin Dermott, Allce

Ial gathe of the Leagus of
i Deea’ Ehunherd of 6t Terem's
Church was held last night. )

The Highland Athletic Club is arrang-
ng for : dance, o be glven February
%5, in the assembly hall of 8t. Teresa's
Church. .

Miss Hetty Masson
number of y’;m people at her home

Baturday evening. In the oo
wers Anna Hagan, Mar mlﬂ.m
Leapley, Margaret-Beveridge

to Campbell, Hilda Henning,

Amsan, -Iaa, asson, Charles M
Jahn Cook, Hllam Medley, Ra
Eno, Zane Kelly, James Bevéridge. and
Donald Maason.

Rev. George Bugkler s in charge o
the rovl\ml' nervices being el.dw‘
thin week at the Congress Helghts
E. Church.

All War‘.Vétel:nns Are
Given Holiday Tomotrow

Postmarter General Burlesos fodad
made public an order lsstied by him

R., Confedorate, 4 Spanisl War,,

]

h(-

Army and Navy Union employes m‘u‘."
Postoffice Departient tomorrow afpers
so that they
Maine memor.al servicea at .Aﬂmim.

| luchmhuh&lrﬂ o the
veterena' amnual order saye

| noon.

loave,

ot.

granting leave of absence to all G, A,

may attcnd the

-
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